Thermoluminescence dating of Neanderthal and early modern humans in the Near East.
Archaeological excavations in Europe provide no evidence for the first modern humans pre-dating Neanderthal man. In the Near East, however, a quite different sequence seems to have pertained. Thermoluminescence dating indicates that at some sites the modern humans were settled some 30,000 years before the Neanderthals. This raises the possibility of two lines of descent from a common ancestor.